
Welcome to e SYMPHONY!



Lesson 1, Activity 1: 
Intro to the Orchestra: The Orchestra

What do you know 
about the symphony?

Have you ever heard a 
symphony?

What kind of music does 
a symphony perform?

How many people play 
in a symphony?



Orchestra Diagram



Instrument Families

Strings Woodwinds Brass Percussion

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1h12RXudhztatVwvQh5o3s?si=3f52461c51874088


String Family

ViolinViolACELLO
DOUBLE BASSHARP

https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/violin/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/cello/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/double-bass/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/viola/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/violin/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/violin/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/viola/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/viola/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/cello/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/cello/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/double-bass/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/double-bass/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/harp/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/harp/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/harp/


Woodwind Family

fluteoboe clarinetsaxophone bassoon

https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/flute/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/saxophone/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/clarinet/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/oboe/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/bassoon/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/flute/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/flute/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/oboe/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/oboe/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/clarinet/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/clarinet/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/saxophone/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/saxophone/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/bassoon/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/bassoon/


Brass Family

trombone
tuba

trumpet
French horn

https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/trumpet/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/trombone/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/tuba/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/french-horn/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/trombone/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/trombone/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/tuba/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/tuba/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/trumpet/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/trumpet/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/french-horn/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/french-horn/


Percussion Family

piano xylophone triangle

timpani

And many 
more!!

http://dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/timpani/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/piano/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/triangle/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/xylophone/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/piano/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/piano/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/xylophone/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/xylophone/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/triangle/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/triangle/
http://dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/timpani/
http://dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/timpani/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/
https://www.dallassymphony.org/community-education/dso-kids/listen-watch/instruments/


Lesson 1, Activity 2: 
Intro to the Orchestra: The Conductor

What is a conductor? What does a conductor do?

What would happen if 
there was no conductor?

What are some other names 
for the conductor?



Orchestra Diagram

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_6cTbyWP88


Concertmaster

What is a concertmaster? What does a concertmaster do?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KP0oH23OvJ8
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1h12RXudhztatVwvQh5o3s?si=3f52461c51874088


Lesson 2:
Concert Music



Lesson 2, Activity 1
Concert Music: The Composers

Draw anything that sticks out to you about each composer as you read and listen.

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1h12RXudhztatVwvQh5o3s?si=3f52461c51874088


Composer Chart

Composer Years Lived Country/Nationality Famous Piece
Something 

interesting about the 
composer

Igor Stravinsky

Jose Moncayo

Aaron Copland



Lesson 2, Activity 2
Concert Music: The Firebird Suite

How did the music make 
you feel?

How would you describe 
the music?

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1h12RXudhztatVwvQh5o3s?si=3f52461c51874088


What is a BALLET?



BALLET: artistic dance form with 
precise steps and gestures. 

Also, a type of musical composition



The Firebird Suite - Igor Stravinsky

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1h12RXudhztatVwvQh5o3s?si=3f52461c51874088


What kind of music do 
you think is played when 

Ivan pounces on the 
firebird?

What about when the 
princesses come out of the 
gate and Ivan sees them?

What about when Ivan discovers 
Koschei and the monsters?

What about when Ivan breaks 
the spell after the battle?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fzCe7EozFJI&t=357


Lesson 2, Activity 3
Concert Music: Rodeo

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tviyAIS9c_U


Rodeo Description

Copland enjoyed enormous success with his pair of ‘cowboy 
ballets’, Billy the Kid of 1938, and Rodeo, commissioned by 
Agnes de Mille and the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo in 1942. 

Not only did de Mille write the story-line for Rodeo, she also 
created the choreography and danced in the starring role as 

the Cowgirl, with Frederic Franklin as the Champion Roper and 
Kasimir Kokitch as the Head Wrangler.

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1h12RXudhztatVwvQh5o3s?si=3f52461c51874088


What is mariachi music?

What instruments are used?

Lesson 2, Activity 4
Concert Music: Huapango



mariachi - version of Spanish 
theatrical orchestra containing 

violins, guitars, and a harp. 
Originated in Mexico

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8NNZ4iZkIZA


What is Huapango?
a fast and complicated Mexican 

couple dance that is usually 
performed on a wooden platform 

to accentuate the rhythmic 
beating of heels and toes. 

This dance has been 
popularized by mariachi



Compare and Contrast

Full orchestra 
Version

Mariachi
Version

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-J2sKIceko
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1h12RXudhztatVwvQh5o3s?si=3f52461c51874088


Lesson 3, Activity 1 
Concert Etiquette

What is Etiquette? What does it mean?



ETIQUETTE: the rules indicating the 
proper and polite way to behave

Write down 5 etiquette rules that might apply to an orchestra concert

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97vx20c_Smg

